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Season 01 – Episode 02 
Agenda: 

 
12:00 – 12:03 Introduction by Eddie Stephens* and Caryn Stevens 
 
12:03 – 12:08 Florida Family Law Case Update – July 2020 Cases.  Topics:  
   Alimony & Agreements, Eddie Stephens* and Caryn Stevens 
 
12:08 – 12:16 Deep Dive into Stephanos v. Stephanos and Board Cert Tip,  
   Benjamin T. Hodas* and Eddie Stephens*  
 
12:16 – 12:46 Florida Family Law Case Update – July 2020 Cases.  Topics:  
   Appeals, Attorneys’ Fees, Enforcement, Equitable   
   Distribution, Evidence, Income, Inunctions, Modification.   
   Eddie Stephens*, Caryn Stevens and Gina Szapucki 
 
12:46 – 01:06 Deep Dive into Chevalier v. Emmerson.  Doreen Inkeles* and 
   Eddie Stephens*  
 
01:06 – 01:08 Florida Family Law Case Update – July 2020 Cases.  Topics:  
   Procedure.  Caryn Stevens 
 
01:08 – 1:20 Marital & Family Law Board Certification Tip of the Month.   
   Peter Trombadore* and Eddie Stephens* 
 
1:20 – 1:46  Tips, Tricks and Common Mistakes using Family Law   
   Software with Ana Taitt and Eddie Stephens* 
   0.5 Technology Credits Requested 
 
 
*Denotes Board Certified in Marital & Family Law 
 
 

 
Many thanks to our Season Sponsor: 
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Many thanks to our Monthly Accreditation Sponsor: 
 

 
 

 
SPEAKER BIOS 

 
Benjamin “Ben” T. Hodas is respected by judges, fellow attorneys and opposing 
counsel. His is a direct and tactical approach. In addition to his legal practice, 
Mr. Hodas served on the Executive Council of the Florida Bar Family Law Section 
and is a founding member and Master of The Susan Greenberg Family Law 
American Inn of Court of the Palm Beaches. Further, Mr. Hodas served as a 
member of the 15th Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee. He has chaired the 
Palm Beach County Bar Association Subcommittee for Model Parental Time 
Sharing, among other activities within the organization.  Mr. Hodas also testified 
before the Florida State Legislature and has served on the Marital and Family 
Law Board Certification Committee, of which he was the Chair for bar cycle 2018-
2019. 
 
Doreen Inkeles is a Board Certified Specialist in Marital and Family Law with 
over 25 years of courtroom experience.  Rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale 
Hubbell, she has published in The Florida Bar Journal and The Family Law 
Commentator on topics ranging from prenuptial agreements to issues directly 
affecting children. After graduating at the top of her class at St. Thomas 
University School of Law where she served on Law Review, Doreen discovered 
that her passion was helping families navigate through the legal system where 
the issues are particularly complex and challenging in the areas of divorce, 
alimony, custody, child support, and relocation. Ms. Inkeles has successfully 
handled cases at the trial and appellate level throughout the State of Florida and 
concentrates her practice in Palm Beach and Broward Counties. She was a 
member of the class of the 2016 “100 Outstanding Women in Broward County” 
and served on the Board of Boys Town of South Florida.  Ms. Inkeles has two 
adult children and resides in beautiful Boynton Beach, FL. 
 
Eddie Stephens, author of Stephens’ Squibs – Florida Family Law Updates, is a 
partner at Ward Damon and leads the Family and Marital Law department.  He 
is a Board Certified Family Law attorney who specializes in high-conflict 
divorces. Most important to Stephens is litigating in a manner that minimizes 
the impact of divorce on children. 
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Caryn A. Stevens, editor of Stephens’ Squibs – Florida Family Law Updates, is a 
Partner at the law firm of Ward Damon in West Palm Beach, where she focuses 
her practice exclusively in the areas of marital and family law. Prior to practicing 
law,   Caryn spent over 12 years working in the mental health and counseling 
fields, as a mental health counselor in private practice, as a counselor for the 
Department of Children & Families, and later as an Elementary School Guidance 
Counselor. Caryn is a graduate of Florida State University, where she earned her 
Bachelors degree in Psychology, and her Masters and Specialist Degrees in 
Counseling & Human Services. Caryn received her Juris Doctorate from Nova 
Southeastern University, and received pro bono honors for her volunteer legal 
work. In her prior work as a mental health counselor, Caryn has had the unique 
opportunity to assist thousands of children, families and couples through 
difficult life circumstances, which allow her to bring a unique and compassionate 
perspective to the clients she represents currently. Caryn is a current member 
of the Florida Bar Family Law Section, where she serves on the Children’s Issues 
Committee and the Domestic Violence Committee. Caryn also serves as the 
Treasurer of the Susan Greenberg Family Law Inn of Court of the Palm Beaches, 
and is a graduate of the Leadership Palm Beach County Class of 2019. Caryn is 
a native South Floridian, and currently lives in Palm Beach County with her 
Husband, and their adorable Mini Aussi 
 
Gina Szapucki is an associate at Ward Damon and concentrates her practice 
exclusively in the areas of marital & family law. Gina quickly realized she had a 
passion for helping families while clerking for a family law firm. Prior to joining 
Ward Damon, she practiced marital & family law at a boutique law firm. Her 
drive to assist and guide families during challenging times continues to grow. 
Gina represents clients from all walks of life while zealously advocating for 
individual’s rights under Florida law. Gina is originally from New Jersey but has 
called Florida home for the last 15 years. She is a proud Chi Omega Alumni and 
in her spare time enjoys traveling, cycling, exploring new restaurants and 
cuisines. Gina Szapucki is an associate at Ward Damon and concentrates her 
practice exclusively in the areas of marital & family law. Gina quickly realized 
she had a passion for helping families while clerking for a family law firm. Prior 
to joining Ward Damon, she practiced marital & family law at a boutique law 
firm. Her drive to assist and guide families during challenging times continues 
to grow. Gina represents clients from all walks of life while zealously advocating 
for individual’s rights under Florida law. Gina is originally from New Jersey but 
has called Florida home for the last 15 years. She is a proud Chi Omega Alumni 
and in her spare time enjoys traveling, cycling, exploring new restaurants and 
cuisines. 
 
Ana Taitt is a member of the Florida bar and certified mediator. She is also the 
Florida sales representative for Family Law Software, the nationwide leader in 
financial software for family law professionals. Ana travels the state of Florida 
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presenting and educating family law practitioners, mediators and judges on the 
importance of software and technology in the practice of law. 
 
Peter J. Trombadore is a board certified expert family law trial lawyer 
representing clients in all areas of marital and family law, including complex 
matters involving timesharing (custody), equitable distribution of marital assets 
and liabilities, business valuation, alimony, child support, establishment of 
paternity, post judgment modification, enforcement and domestic violence 
actions, prenuptial agreements and postnuptial agreements.  He has obtained 
the AV Preeminent peer review rating from Martindale-Hubbell which signifies 
that his peers have rated him as having the highest level of professional 
excellence for legal knowledge, communication skills and ethical standards. Mr. 
Trombadore earned his BBA in Finance and MBA from the University of Miami. 
He obtained his JD from the Florida International University College of Law in 
Miami, Florida and has graduated from the National Family Law Trial Institute 
Program in Houston, Texas. He is an active member of the Family Law Section 
of the Florida Bar and the Susan Greenberg American Inn of Court based in West 
Palm Beach, Florida.  In 2017, Mr. Trombadore drafted comments to the 
proposed amendments to the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure. Many of 
his comments were adopted by the Supreme Court of Florida. 
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Florida July 2020 Family Law Appellate 

Opinions: 
 
Alimony: 

1. Pricher v. Pricher, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1707 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Error to award Wife permanent alimony in 10-year 
marriage.  In this case, an award of permanent alimony was improper 
where evidence does not reflect permanent inability for spouse to 
become self-sufficient.  Judge George B. Turner affirmed in part, 
reversed in part. 

2. Baron v. Baron, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1705 (Fla. 1st DCA 
2020).  Error, even without transcript, to award Wife 12-month 
durational alimony in long-term marriage, as judgment contained no 
findings to rebut presumption of permanent alimony.  Judge Darren 
K. Jackson reversed. 

3. Giles v. Giles, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1658 (Fla. 2nd DCA 2020).  Trial 
court affirmed for finding 16-year, 11-month marriage to be moderate 
term, but reversed for awarding rehabilitative and durational alimony 
without competent and substantial evidence.  Attorney’s remarks do 
not constitute evidence.  Judge Chet A. Tharpe affirmed in part, 
reversed in part. 

Agreements: 

4. Stephanos v. Stephanos, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1515 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred when it concluded the executory provisions 
of a postnuptial agreement were rendered void due to reconciliation 
of the parties and the agreement did not contain a “reconciliation 
clause.”  That would only apply to agreements contemplating divorce, 
not postnuptial agreements where divorce is not 
contemplated.  Judge Samantha Schosberg Feuer reversed. 
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Appeals: 

5. Albra v. Szendy, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1741 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Appellate Court cannot determine if Court erred granting 
domestic violence injunction when no transcript provided.  Judge 
Michael G. Kaplan affirmed. 

6. Stivelman v. Stivelman, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1624 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Writ of certiorari filed on orders granting third party’s motion 
for protection dismissed when Petitioner could not prove irreparable 
harm. Judge Ivonne Cuesta. 

7. Pawley v. Marie, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1521 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Appellate court cannot conduct meaningful review of hearing 
on motion to dissolve injunction without transcript.  Judge Bonnie J. 
Helms affirmed.  OPINION WITHDRAWN AND SUPERSEDED. 

Attorneys’ Fees: 

8. Levy v. Levy, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1681 (Fla. 3rd DCA 2020).  Trial 
court erred not awarding former wife fees when she successfully 
defended former husband’s motion, and their marital settlement 
agreement contained a prevailing party clause.  Judge George A 
Sarduy affirmed in part, reversed in part. 

9. J.A.L. v. R.M.A., 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1633 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Order on fees allowing husband 12 years to pay is 
unreasonable.  Judge Susan St. John affirmed in part, reversed in 
part. 

10. Tutt v. Hudson, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1498 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred not awarding all of Husband’s fees when he 
had need and wife had ability, based on finding Husband was 
“contentious” in the litigation  If a court is going to sanction a party 
for bad faith litigation, appropriate findings are needed.  Judge Ralph 
C. Stoddard affirmed in part, reversed in part. 
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Enforcement: 

11. Sosa v. Portilla, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1765 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred denying party’s motion to return passports 
when they were being held by contempt order without a purge 
provision.  Civil contempt is coercive and must give party opportunity 
to cure contempt.  Judge Migna Sanchez-Llorens reversed. 

12. Foreman v. James, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1681 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Writ of certiorari granted and order of contempt and fees 
quashed when underlying order on which contempt was based was 
reversed.  Judge Scott M. Bernstein’s orders quashed. 

13. Ziegler v. Ziegler, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1644 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Trial court affirmed for denying claim of head of household 
on garnishment, but erred awarding fees per 57.115 which does not 
apply to garnishment actions.  Judge Diana Michelle Tennis affirmed 
in part, reversed in part. 

Equitable Distribution: 

14. Giles v. Giles, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1658 (Fla. 2nd DCA 2020).  Trial 
court erred valuing marital residence by averaging parties’ 
values.  Judge Chet A. Tharpe affirmed in part, reversed in part. 

Evidence: 

15. Jackson v. Household Finance Corporation, III, 45 Fla.L.Weekly 
S205 (Fla. 2020).  Foreclosure case where Supreme Court provides 
detailed analysis of predicate for business records exception to 
hearsay rule. 

Income: 

16. Jorgensen v. Tagarelli, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1599 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred imputing income relying on former wife’s 
past earnings.  Court also erred allowing Husband’s equalizing 



	 10	

payment to be treated as a business expense which reduced his 
income.  Judge Don Barbee, Jr. affirmed in part, reversed in part. 

17. Tutt v. Hudson, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1498 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred imputing $125,000 to Husband based on 
Husband’s testimony he thought he could make $500 a day driving 
a limo.  Former Husband never earned more than $60,000/year and 
Wife failed to establish any circumstances that would allow Court to 
impute more.  Judge Ralph C. Stoddard affirmed in part, reversed in 
part. 

Injunctions: 

18. D.S. v. A.L.H., 45 Fla.L.Weekle D1644 (Fla. 5th DCA 2020).  Trial 
court erred not affording respondent full evidentiary hearing on 
domestic violence petition.  Judge Charles J. Roberts reversed. 

19. Washington v. Brown, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1627 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Respondent communicating with ex-wife’s boyfriend about 
his children when ex-wife blocked him, was not sufficient for stalking 
injunction as the communication served a legitimate purpose. Judge 
Richard A. Weis reversed. 

20. Cook v. McMillan, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1611 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Injunction against dating violence reversed when no evidence 
of  possibility of future harm presented.  Judge Stefanie C. Moon 
reversed. 

21. J.G.G. v. M.S., 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1601 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred allowing petitioner to testify about acts of 
violence not included in original petition which denied Respondent 
due process.  Judge Alice Blackwell reversed. 

22. Barber v. Ghenassia, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1544 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred denying a motion to extend injunction for 
lack of jurisdiction when motion was filed before injunction 
expired.  Judge Alicia L. Latimore reversed. 
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23. Holton v. Holton, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1543 (Fla. 1st DCA 
2020).  Domestic violence injunction entered based on cyberstalking 
because Wife made derogatory social media posts, such injunction 
prohibited Wife from making further derogatory posts or videos of the 
Husband for one year was reversed, as it was overbroad.  An 
injunction should never be broader than is necessary to secure 
injured party relief warranted by circumstances.  Judge Eric C. 
Robertson reversed. 

24. Logue v. Book, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1500 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Substitutes original opinion at 44 Fla.L.Weekly 
D2083b.  Stalking injunction protecting state senator against the co-
founder of an organization for the anti-registry for sexual 
offenders.  The Respondent 1) appeared at a protest with Petitioner 
present, 2) appeared at a movie screening and got into a heated 
exchange with Petitioner in a Q&A, and 3) made social medial posts 
about Respondent, were insufficient to support entry of 
injunction.  Judge Michael G. Kaplan reversed. 

Life Insurance: 

25. Pricher v. Pricher, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1707 (Fla. 5th DCA 2020). 
Error to award security for alimony without evidence of special 
circumstances or availability and cost.  Judge George B. Turner 
affirmed in part, reversed in part. 

Modification: 

26. Chevalier v. Emmerson, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1687 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred granting one parent 100% timesharing with 
child as a result of a contempt hearing, absent an emergency, while 
modification was pending.  Judge Jessica Ticktin reversed. 

27. Coriat v. Coriat, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1620 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred modifying child support retroactively to date 
before petition was filed, when party exercised all visitation.  Judge 
Samantha Ruiz Cohen affirmed in part, reversed in part. 
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Procedure: 

28. Murphy v. Collins, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1775 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Fact that Judge said she is tired of an attorney and instructed 
staff not to accommodate attorney’s scheduling requests, was legally 
sufficient to disqualify judge.  Judge Bonnie Helms disqualified by 
writ of prohibition. 

29. Rudnick v. Harman, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1748 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred finding former husband waived mediation 
requirement by his conduct simply based on attorney’s 
representations at a UMC hearing.  Order quashed and remanded for 
an evidentiary hearing.  Judge Renatha S. Francis’ order quashed. 

30. Romero v. Brabham, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1746 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Error to summarily deny colorable motion to vacate without 
a hearing.  Judge Sarah Willis reversed. 

31. Albra v. Szendy, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1741 (Fla. 4th DCA 2020). 
Adverse ruling alone is not legally sufficient reason to disqualify a 
Judge.  Judge Michael G. Kaplan affirmed. 

32. Valsaint v. Alphonse, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1683 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Trial court affirmed for denying motion to continue hearing, 
and granting motion to dismiss disestablishment of paternity action, 
for failing to effectuate service.  Judge Arthur L. Rothenberg affirmed. 

33. Mezel v. Tzynder, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1683 (Fla. 3rd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred ruling on Father’s modification which was 
not noticed for hearing.  Mother’s due process violated.  Judge Maria 
Elena Verde reversed. 

34. Bouchard v. Bouchard, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1642 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Writ of certiorari appropriate when Court disqualified 
Guardian ad Litem due to fee dispute with one of the parties.  Judge 
Lauralee G. Westine’s order quashed. 
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35. Wiendl v. Wiendl, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1643 (Fla. 2nd DCA 
2020).  Trial court erred summarily denying motion to vacate 
Magistrate’s support order without a hearing.  Judge Lawrence Lefler 
reversed. 

36. In Re: Amendments to the Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Forms, Forms 12.948(a)-(e), 45 Fla.L.Weekly S215 (Fla. 
2020).  Florida Supreme Court refuses to add “Space Force” to the 
list of uniformed services, and to expand definition of deployment. 

Support: 

37. Skelly v. Skelly, 47 Fla.L.Weekly D1650 (Fla. 5th DCA 
2020).  Trial court affirmed for finding wife had standing to seek to 
extended child support for child who is “dependent,” filed before 
child’s 18th birthday.  Court erred by failing to base support on net 
incomes and crediting husband with payments made.  Judge Michael 
J. Rudisill affirmed in part, reversed in part. 

38. Williams v. Bossicot, 45 Fla.L.Weekly D1612 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2020).  Court erred by not applying substantial parenting adjustment 
to child support calculation, when party has more than 20% 
overnights.  Judge Scott I. Suskauer affirmed in part, reversed in part. 
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The Florida Bar  
Summary of Disciplinary Orders 

July 2020 
(Ranked in order of severity of discipline) 

 
1. Jose Angel Toledo, last known address: 4303 W. Roland 

St., Tampa, disbarred effective immediately following a May 14 
court order. (Admitted to practice: 1999) Toledo abandoned his 
practice without notice to his clients and without protecting their 
interests. He ceased all communication with his clients and failed 
to distribute settlement funds owed to them or third parties. 
Toledo emptied his client trust account(s), absconded with the 
funds, and his whereabouts are unknown. (Case No: SC19-1786) 
 

2. Rafael Angel Castro, 5904 SW 64 Ave., Miami, disbarred effective 
30 days from a May 21 court order. (Admitted to practice: 1995) 
Castro neglected two client matters for several years, sought 
multiple extensions of time yet repeatedly filed after the deadline 
and failed to refund fees to clients. (Case No: SC18-1037) 
 

3. Jon B. Lindeman, Jr., 1390 S. Dixie Highway, Suite 2201, Coral 
Gables, disciplinary revocation with leave to apply for 
readmission after five years effective 30 days from a May 21 court 
order. (Admitted to practice: 1999) Lindeman was the subject of 
numerous Bar complaints regarding lack of diligence, lack of 
communication, excessive fees, and failure to supervise nonlawyer 
personnel in foreclosure defense, mortgage modification and 
immigration matters. Further, during the Bar’s investigation, 
Lindeman failed to respond to numerous official Bar inquiries and 
subpoenas. (Case No: SC20-311) 
 

4. Adrian Shiand Webster-Cooley, 8451 Gate Parkway West, Apt. 
723, Jacksonville, suspended indefinitely effective 30 days from 
an April 16 court order. (Admitted to practice: 2017) Webster-
Cooley was held in contempt for failing to respond to official Bar 
inquiries. (Case No: SC19-1402) (Case No. SC19-1447) 



	 15	

5. Rita Horwitz Altman, 215 S. Olive Ave., Suite 200, West Palm 
Beach, suspended for three years effective 30 days following a 
May 7 court order. (Admitted to practice: 1992) Altman was 
suspended for three years for failing to respond to The Florida Bar 
and making misrepresentations to the Bar and the Supreme 
Court. Altman had previously been disciplined four times for 
misconduct. (Case No. SC18-724) 
 

6. Kunal Manhar Sejpal, 14039 N Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, 
suspended for 90 days effective 30 days following a May 14 court 
order. (Admitted to Practice: 2007) Sejpal failed to competently and 
diligently represent a client in a condominium dispute and failed 
to reasonably communicate and consult with the client about how 
he was going to pursue the client’s objectives. Sejpal was dishonest 
with the client and made numerous misrepresentations regarding 
the status of the case. (Case No:SC18-571) 
 

7. Janet Peralta Lucente, 8570 Stirling Road., Suite. 102-
102, Hollywood, suspended for 90 days effective immediately 
following a May 13 court order. (Admitted to practice: 1997) 
Lucente was held in contempt of the court’s order dated November 
15, 2019, for failing to notify clients, opposing counsel and 
tribunals of her suspension. (Case No: SC20-255) 
 

8. Troy Donahue Harris, 3550 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 403, Miami, 
suspended for 60 days, effective 30 days following a May 21 court 
order. (Admitted to practice: 1997) Harris neglected a client’s 
immigration case causing a petition to be deemed abandoned and 
he also filed petitions that he knew his client was ineligible for 
relief from. His handling of the case resulted in his client being 
ordered removed in absentia from the United States. (Case No: 
SC20-77) 
 

9. Michael Keith Roberts II, 1680 Emerson St., Jacksonville, 
suspended for 45 days effective 30 days following a May 7 court 
order. (Admitted to practice: 2004) In 2012, Roberts was arrested 
for an alleged criminal violation which the state declined to 
prosecute and later expunged. Two years later, following a 
domestic battery call at his address, he attended an anger 
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management course. Later in 2014, he was charged with domestic 
violence/battery against his then wife and pleaded guilty to simple 
battery. Roberts was required to attend anger management classes 
and in the Bar’s case was diverted to Florida Lawyers Assistance, 
Inc., for evaluation which found he did not need treatment or 
follow-up. After Roberts’ ex-wife filed a complaint in 2017 relating 
the above history, Roberts agreed to another evaluation which 
again found no need for treatment. (Case No: SC20-142) 
 

10. William DeForest Thompson, Jr., 2030 McGregor Blvd., Ft. 
Myers, public reprimand effective immediately following a May 7 
court order. (Admitted to practice: 1988) After a July 15, 2019, 
order suspending Thompson, he failed to remove all indicia of 
attorney status from his website and social media platforms, and 
failed to notify individuals in three cases of his suspension. (Case 
No: SC19-1820) 


