
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Honorable Edward Garrison 

Acting Circuit Judge 

15th Judicial Circuit 

Room 6.2207 

205 North Dixie Highway 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 

 

October 16,2017 

 

RE:            
 Petitioner/Father 
 
And 

 

Respondent /Mother 

 

 

CASE NO.  

FAMILY DIVISION “FA” 
 

Dear Judge Garrison, 

On August 30, 2017 I was Court appointed to perform a social investigation in the above case. I have 

received notification that a hearing has been scheduled by the Mother’s attorney,  

Esq., to ask the Court to disqualify me because of my membership in a professional organization to 

which the Father’s attorney, Eddie Stephens, Esq., also belongs. My membership in the South Palm 

Beach County Collaborative Law Group is akin to membership in other interdisciplinary professional 

associations such as the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC) whose members are 

judges, attorneys and mental health professionals, or a mental health professional having affiliate 



membership to the Family Law Section of the Florida Bar or the South Palm Beach County Bar.  

Membership in these organizations does not in itself create a conflict or bias nor does attendance at 

professional events such as co-presenting at an educational meeting. 

Although I assert that there is no bias or basis for my disqualification as regard’s any conflict, I have 

decided, regrettably, to not continue in this appointment because of the Mother’s perception that there 

is potential bias.  Neutrality of the Social Investigator and the parties’ confidence in this is crucial to a 

satisfactory resolution to the evaluation.  Although I considered waiting until this honorable Court ruled 

on this, I felt it my professional responsibility to inform the Court of this in advance out of respect to not 

taxing an already time burdened Court. 

As the Parties were informed in advance, I perform social investigations using a team approach and my 

colleagues are Drs. , both Board Certified Psychologists. With my 

withdrawal, they remain available to continue with the Social Investigation if that pleases the Court.  

Thank you    

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Licensed Psychologist 

 

 

cc.  

 

Eddie Stephens, Esq., eservice@eddiestephens.com 

 




